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Today’s Gospel: Matthew continues the Sermon on the Mount with a three part instruction by Jesus on the Way of Life in the kingdom of 

heaven.  Today’s reading is part one and deals with the Law.  Part two deals with worship and religious practice and contains the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Part three deals with trusting God and deeds of loving service to our neighbour. 

When Matthew speaks of “the Law and the prophets” he means the whole Scripture.  When the Messiah brings the fullness of the kingdom 
none of scripture will be done away with - instead it will be fulfilled.  Matthew’s Jesus does not overturn the Law of Moses, nor does he set 
his followers free from the Law.  He requires his followers to go beyond the Law by doing more than the Law requires. 

The Law condemned murder.  Jesus condemns anger.  The Law condemned adultery.  Jesus condemns even lustful looks.  As Jewish 
Christians who had always been faithful to the Law, Matthew’s community need a way to understand the difference Jesus and the kingdom 
he brings have made.  They affirmed that God had always been at work in history through “the Law and the prophets.”  But God’s work 
goes beyond that to be embodied by the Messiah who reveals the definitive will of God.  The written scriptures and their interpretation in 
tradition are surpassed by Jesus whose life and teaching are the definitive revelation of the will of God.  Courtesy of Loyola Press. 

DEC Appeal: The Disasters Emergency Committee is a collaboration between 15 charities, including CAFOD.  It has launched an urgent 

appeal for Turkey/Syria where devastating earthquakes have killed thousands of people, hundreds of buildings have been destroyed and 
survivors are facing freezing conditions and need urgent aid.  You can donate on line at https://donation.dec.org.uk/turkey-syria-
earthquake-appeal or follow the link on the parish web site. 

Readers: Readers and those taking part in the offertory procession please note there is a new rota available.  A copy is pinned on the 

notice board in the church porch, or it can be downloaded from the parish web site.  We are always on the lookout for new readers to join 
our group and proclaim the Word of God at Mass.  If you would like to became a reader, please speak to Fr Paul or contact Martin Pakes. 

First Holy Communion Programme 2023: The registration for those wishing to join the preparation programme to make their First Holy 

Communion this year is open.  To register for this, please complete a registration form which is available in the church porch, or can be 
downloaded from the parish web site.  The first session and parents meeting will be held in the church at 9:15 am next Saturday 18

th
 

February.  Please return completed registration forms to the parish office prior to, or at the latest bring it with you to, the parents meeting. 

Confirmation Classes 2023: Classes to prepare candidates for the Sacrament of Confirmation will this year be run jointly with St Mark’s 

parish.  The first session will be held at St Mark’s church, 180 Hawthorn Drive, Ipswich, on 25
th

 February at 3:30 pm.  Candidates, who 
must be a minimum of 13 years of age, are invited to register for this by contacting Fr Luke by email using 
parishpriest@marymagdalens.org and completing a registration form, available from the church porch.  Please return the completed 
registration form to the parish office before 25

th
 February, or bring it with you to the first session. 

The Sick of the Parish: We ask your prayers for all our brothers and sisters who are unwell, afflicted, housebound or distressed. Comfort 

and relieve them according to their needs, and grant them the love and consolation of your Spirit: 
John Anderson-Hurst, Peggy Barron, Jason Beaumont, Michael Clarke, Sheila Curry, Fabiana Di Mascio, Patrick Doran, Josephine 
Kalagira, Jo Kelly, Molly Mc Garry, Yvonne Metcalfe, Robert Mullan, Pauline Newton, Mary O’Reilly, Carol Sims and Pippa Williamson. 

Our Own Dear Departed: Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of the faithful departed and especially for William Lower (1968), 

Margaret “Peggy” Cleary (2005), Arthur Bonner (1990), Victoria Pagnillo (1976), Mary Cuffe (1991), Willie Long, Harry McAuliffe (2006), 
Maureen Mulligan (1961), Mary Sparrow (1974) and Margaret Doolin whose anniversaries occur about this time.  A complete list of parish 
anniversaries can be found on the web site. 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.  May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 12
th

 February 2023:   Sunday Readings: Liturgical Year A. 
This weekend we welcome Fr Luke who will be celebrating the three weekend Masses 

Sunday Hymns:  Entrance:  No. 449 Praise My Soul the King of Heaven  Offertory: No 712 I The Lord of Sea and Sky 
Communion:  No. 326 Lord Jesus Christ  Recession: No. 61  Be Thou My Vision 

Services During the Coming Week 

Saturday 11
th

 
February 

5:30pm Confessions 

6:00 pm Vigil Mass, offered for the people of the parish.  Reader R Cork, offertory Cork family 

Sunday 12
th
 

February 

8:00 am Mass, offered for the Vieira family.  Reader A Smith, offertory Cleary family, Eucharistic Minister E Cleary 

10:00 am 
Mass, offered for Adolf von Fragstein RIP.  Reader J Iannelli, offertory Induka & family, Eucharistic Minister 
M Long 

Please join us for tea and coffee in the Garden Room after 10:00 Mass today prepared and served by Karen & Michael 

Monday 13
th

 
February 

Saints Cyril and Methodius 

No Mass  Today 

Tuesday 14
th
 

February 

Feria 

10:00 am  Holy Mass, open intention 

Wednesday 15
th

 
February 

Feria 

12:00 noon  Holy Mass,  offered for Rose McNamara RIP (EK) 

Thursday 16
th
 

February 

Feria 

11:00 am  Holy Mass,  Requiem Mass for Maureen Sparkes 

Friday 17
th
 

February 

Feria 

10:00 am Holy Mass, offered for the Vieira family,  followed by Exposition and a Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

Saturday 18
th

 
February 

5:30pm Confessions 

6:00 pm Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time – Vigil Mass offered for Mathew Joseph & Lucy Mathew RIP  


