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Today’s Gospel:  In Matthew’s record of Jesus’ teaching, we can hear echoes of the kinds of issues faced by the early 
Christian community.  In response to the disciples’ question about who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven, Jesus indicates 
that those who wish to enter the kingdom of heaven must be like children, and he cautions those leaders who might lead 
these “little ones” astray.  He also responds with the parable of the lost sheep, indicating how God will seek out and bring 
back those “little ones” who have strayed.  Today we hear Jesus address a dispute between two members of the Church, 
and outlines a procedure for settling such matters fairly.  The victim should privately address the offender and attempt to 
resolve the dispute without outside involvement.  Failing that, the victim should bring two or three witnesses and confront the 
offender again.  If the dispute is still unresolved, the matter should be brought to the attention of the entire community.  If the 
offender refuses to adhere to the reparations prescribed by the community, then Jesus suggests that the offender may be 
expelled from the Church.  Jesus does not discourage disagreement within the community of the Church; he acknowledges 
the reality of conflict and error and offers his disciples a means for addressing such matters.  It is in the conclusion to this 
teaching that the message of hope is found: Jesus is present with the community and will guide the community in its 
relations.  If decisions are taken in prayer, then the community can be assured of God’s assistance.  Courtesy of Loyola Press 

Evangelii Gaudium Sunday: A Call to Mission in England and Wales.  In 2013, the first year of his pontificate, Pope Francis 
released an Apostolic Exhortation on the joy of the Gospel entitled Evangelii Gaudium.  In it, he encouraged the Christian 
faithful to “embark on a new chapter of evangelisation” marked by this joy, whilst striving to find new paths to proclaim the 
Gospel in today’s world.  Formerly known as Home Mission Sunday, Evangelii Gaudium Sunday is celebrated each year on 
the Third Sunday in September.  Next week there will be a second collection taken for the work of the Home Missions. 

Canonical Visitation:  As part of his visit to Ipswich on the weekend 16
th
/17

th 
September, Bishop Peter Collins will be at St 

Mary Magdalen church to celebrate the vigil Mass at 6:00 pm on Saturday evening.  Parishioners are encouraged to attend 
this Mass, either as well as or instead of their usual Sunday Mass, and avail themselves of the opportunity to meet Bishop 
Peter.  There will be light refreshments in the Garden Room after Mass. 

Can you help?  This is an appeal to all 8:00 am Mass attendees.  We have a lady who requires a lift to and from 8:00 Mass 
each Sunday for a few weeks while she recovers from a medical condition.  She lives in Anglesea Road, Ipswich.  If you are 
able to help, please have a word with Fr Paul who can put you in direct touch with the person. 

RCIA Forms: Any person considering becoming a Catholic, or wanting to enter full Communion with the Catholic Church, 
should complete one of the RCIA Registration forms which can be found at the back of the church and on the parish web 
site.  Completed forms should be handed to Fr Paul or Fr Luke. 

The Sick of the Parish: We ask your prayers for Patrick Doran and all our brothers and sisters who are unwell, afflicted, 
housebound or distressed.   

Lord, comfort and relieve them according to their needs, and grant them the love and consolation of your Spirit.  Amen. 

Our Own Dear Departed:  Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of the faithful departed and especially for Patrick 
Clifford (1998), Katherine Brett (2005), Canon William Burrows (1959), Thomas Finegan (1969), Hilda Moss (1961), Jennifer 
Bishop (1972) and Mary Bulbeck (1994) whose anniversaries occur about this time. 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace 

The Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time – Sunday 10
th

 September 2023:   Sunday Readings: Liturgical Year A 
Services during the coming week – Twenty-third Week of the Year, Year I 

Saturday 9
th
  

September 

5:30 pm  Confessions  

6:00 pm 
 Vigil Mass for 23

rd
 Sunday in Ordinary Time, offered for the people of the parish.  Reader: R Cork, 

Offertory: Cork Family 

Sunday 10
th
 

September 

8:00 am 
 Holy Mass, offered for the repose of the soul of Albertina Vieira RIP.  Reader: F Vieira, Offertory: 
Cleary Family, Eucharistic Minister: C Moore 

10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Gemma Irving RIP.  Reader: J Iannelli, Offertory: M 
Geisel & M Mayhew, Eucharistic Minister: M Long 

Please join us for tea and coffee in the Garden Room after 10:00 Mass, prepared & served by Michael & Julie 
Monday 11

th
 

September 
 Feria 
No Mass Today 

Tuesday 12
th
 

September 
 Feria 
10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of William Cowan RIP (Foundation Mass) 

Wednesday 
13

th
 September 

 St John Chrysostom 
12 noon  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Frank Janes RIP (Foundation Mass) 

Thursday 14
th
 

September 
 Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the Vieira Family 

Friday 15
th
 

September 
 Our Lady of Sorrows 
11:30 am  Requiem Mass for Tim Melhuish RIP 

Saturday 16
th
 

September 
5:30 pm  Confessions 
6:00 pm  Vigil Mass of 24

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time, offered for the people of the parish.  


